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28 November 1861

Holland, Michigan

At the congregational meeting of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, elders and deacons were elected. A financial report was made. The teacher of
the school of the church was owed money. The meeting was poorly attended. The congregation
continued to have financial problems. The approval to add a consistory room to the church was
not approved.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 166-168.

Page 166
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided that in the place of the deceased brother G. J. Hekhuis, and
departed brother, J. van de Luyster, two others will be elected by the congregation. Oonk
was chosen as the elder nominee, and A. Plugger for the deacon nomiiie-e.
ARTICLE 5 — The minutes of the previous meeting were red and approved.
ARTICLE 6 — Membership transfers were received, Christina Johanna Kuine, nee
Borschot, from Chicago, dated October 16, 1861 and for Adriaan Lampers, from
Kalamazoo, dated November 9, 1861, and for Iilélena Maria Streng, nee Sakkers, from
Grand Rapids.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee (see Artiele 4 of the previous meeting) has been unable to
fulfill its task, due to illness.
ARTICLE 8 — The consistory tákes upon itself the necessary review of the books at the
home of Brother D. te Roller',/in order to make a report at the upcoming congregational
meeting.
ARTICLE 9 — It was decided that the following consistory meeting will be on Monday,
December 9, at 6 P.M.
w )closed with prayer by Brother Wilterdink.
The meeting
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Congregational Meeting of November 28, 1861
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— The congregation voted for elders by a ballot. At the opening of the
ballots, it appeared that all retiring elders were reelected: Broek with 46 votes, Kamper
with 45 votes, and Wilterdink with 47 votes. Oonk also received 41 votes as elder, and
Plugger received 6, Schelleman received 2, and several others received one vote. Oonk
was elected by a majority vote.
ARTICLE 3 — The balloting for deacons indicated that the present deacons were
reelected; Geerlings with 51 votes, Vork with 48 votes, and A. Plugger with 39 votes.
Schelleman received 10 votes, and several other persons received one vote.
Consequently, Oonk was chosen as elder, and A. Plugger as deacon, as proposed by the
consistory.

Page 167
ARTICLE 4-. Report of the financial status of the congregation from November 29, 1860
until today, November 28, 1861.
Collections, etc.
Collection for the poor for the Academy for mission work for school of the congregation Syrian Christians Flood reliefDollars
Received from Rev, van der Meulen of $109.00
Outstanding obligations for church with interest The benevolence treasury Paid to classis by G. W. Still owed to classis Travel expenses and other expenses for classis Interest on $300.00 loaned from Schenk fund Debt to Mrs. 0. Linda Zwaluwenburg) p.m. Existing credit for the congregation
From a note received in connection with the
Legacy of the late Miss J. de Vree A note or mortgage on land previously owned by
The widow van der Velden Additional note from the same An unpaid document from the banks -

$652.86
107.10
99.12
51.16
56.00
67.00
81.00
56.00
84.58
42.00
16.70
18.00
1.75
23.10
192.00

$1,033.24
1,170.24

378.13

40.00
66.00
100.00
204.00

410.00

Not included is the amount of $330.00 debt to the classical Schenk funds.
ARTICLE 5 — There was a discussion concerning the necessity for a consistory room,
which can also serve for catechism purposes.
After considerable discussion about this, the lateness of the time caused some to leave the
meeting early. The meeting was already poorly attended.
The pastors and some of the brothers made serious remarks about the many shortcomings
of the congregation, and the assembly was challenged to faithfully observe contracts and
promises, also in paying

Page 168
bank interest and the salary of the pastor. Each individual in his area and sphere must
labor to achieve this so that things may go well for us and our children, and we earn the
respect and confidence of the people of this nation. It was decided, in the matter of
building an additional needed room to the church, not to discuss it further but to postpone
a decision until the following meeting.
The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of December 9, 1861
Absent due to illness, Brother Labots.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by;17
e Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
/
ARTICLE 2 — Also present was W. Oonk, who, whren asked the reason for his presence,
indicated that he had some concerns about accepling the call extended to him to serve as
elder. However, he hoped to be of service f (the Lord's congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting, and those of both congregational
meetings, were read and approved. i
ARTICLE 4 — The committee myntioned in Article 7 of the previous meeting has not
been able to complete its assignment.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decideji to adjourn and to meet again on Monday, December 22, at
6 P.M.
The meeting was close by Brother Naber.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Waldcer, clerk

